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20 his poſteritie . And how it hath appeared 
towardes me, Fraunce may teſtifie and my 
ſelfe will alway acknowledge and ener re- 
maine thankefull for the ſame . In token 
whereof I haue thought good to preſent this 
brief treatiſe vnto your worſhip , Enghſhed 
by my [elfe but written by that noble and 
learned Frenchma Pinllip Mornay Lord 
of Pleſſis : the which hauiag bene honor a- 
bly accepted by the right honorable the 
Earle of W arwicke immediately before his 
deceaſe(to whom ut was firſt purpoſed) was 
bythat dvlefull day deprined of a mo$t ex- . 
cellent andyworthie Patron,) and ener ſince 
hath priuately mourned + would pot hane 
deſired to ſee the light had not your fanour 
vouchſafed comfort, by which being as it 
were at length reumedyt offers it ſelfe wnto 
your worſhip,and adnentares alſo to be pu- 
bliſhed for the vſe of ſom other of my frieds, 
ro declare my thankefulneſſe to'you, and to 
performe a ductie unto them. Accept there- 
fore (good Sir ) of my good will, vonchſafe 

- pardon m Stead of reward , and coner 
the deformities of the tranſlation ( as ſome- 
time you haue the infirmities of the tranſ- 
Hator )with your eſpecial fanonr . Thus 

Ceas 


ceaſing to hinder you from the author him 
my iff, felfe + Imakg an end, wiſhing ono the 
Fee continuance of all profÞcrous health , that 
hen Chriſt may line in you,and you in him , and 
his with him both in this hift and for eger. ' 
hed London. December. 1593, * 
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of theSunne , to ſceif at any time they 
may enioy their caſe. For behold the 
mariners they labour with*mMighe and 
maineto approchthe ſhoare,antd behol- 
dingit a far off with ſhouting and great 
"gladneſle they encourage one another. 
The trauellers likewiſe, they are not al- 


* +, ured with any intiſements of this life, 


they thinke nothing pleaſant before 
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they come to their iourneysend: But we 
only (men Imcanc) who are entangled 
with the labours and ſorrowes of this 
world are ſoone wearied , we who are 
tofſed with the waues of this boyſterous 


Sca,arc tyred with our rough and trou- - 


bleſome voyage :only we(l fay) cuen all 
of vs almoſt are'ynwilling to ſcetheend 
of our labours , and to fimiſhour taske. 
We enter the haue of ſecuritie with ſor- 
row,and goto aur reſt &cquietneſle with 
horror, feare, & terrour. This life of ours 
ſeemeth to be like Penelopes web which 
is dayly done and vndone : It is as a Sea 
open to windes and whirlwinds,whete- 


with ſometime the outward man,ſome- 


time the inward is miſerably vexed,and 
our iourney. is. hindered as it were by 
froſt and \now,by dangerous rockes, by 
high mountaines , by the ſteepe downe 
places,by deſerts,by cruel} practiſes, and 


mialitious cruelties of wicked me. Theſe © 


things we muſe on euery day , thus we 
talke amidſt our buſineſle, and thus we 


would be very faineat out iourneys end. 


But when indeed we ſee death appro- 


+ chivg and reaching forth her helping 
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eA Chriſtian view 
handto eaſe and refreſh vs of our toy- 
. ling,tofinith our ſorrowes &to bring vs 
home into our hauen,hauing paſſed the 
dangerous peregrinationsand trouble- 
ſome innes of this world .We are not a+ 
ſhamed iniſtcadof great ioy and glad- 
neſle and of ſome ſwanlike notes, forthe 
fight of the ſhoare,to take in hand again 
(if God wouldpermit vs)our former la 
bors,toiterate our voyage,and to com- 


mit otirſelues againe to the raging ſea, - 


. being forgetfull of all our ſorrowes,for- 
getful of all ſhipwracke, forgetful of all 
theeues and robbers , becauſe we dread 
death as. much as any puniſhment or 
paine., yea more thert any dangerous 
rockeor warfar whatſoeuer . For we are 
like to little children and infants, who 
although they ſpend the whole day in 
teares , yet let Phiſition be brought, 
they will denie that they haue any diſ- 
caſe.Neither are we vnlike'to thoſe who 
by anguiſh of toothachelike mad men 

.run'continually vp and downe,and yet 

ſeeing the Chirurgion which promifeth 

to pluck out their aking teeth, they de- 
nicthat they feeleany paineat all. And 
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Of life and death. oo 
wedealelike thoſe wantons,whoby rea« 
fon of the pluriſie makepitifult mone,”. 
and ſcarſlie:will ſtay for the Phiſition- 
but when they ſechim comeaud. begin, 
that he might heale their diſeaſe, to whet 
hisraiſor,they pluckein their armeand 
hide themſclues in their beds as' though 
he went about to ſlay them . Sodo we 
feare the Phiſition more then the mala- 
dic,the Chirurgi6 more then the woud, 
the mciſfion more: then theimpoſtume. 


| We. perceaue more calilie and: chinke 


more ſeriouſly of the momentanie bit- 
tcrnefſe of the medecine, thenof the ri- 
gor of any long, continuall ſickneſſe,and 
the:end of miſerie is more vnpleafane 
vnto vs then the continuance of thofe 
troubles which we'are ſubic& vnto-ſo 
long as we liue in this-world, And from 
whence pray you proceedeth this cow- 
ardlinefle ? whence haue we this mad- 
neſſe2euenfrom hence, becauſe 'we vn- 
derſtand not what death is. We feare 
thoſe:things which we ought both'to 
hope and-to with for;& we defirethole-. 
things which oticfit to be feared: Final- 
ly we vouchſafe  continuall death the 


6 A Chriſtian view 
. name ofa plecaſane life, and we call chat 
death which is an ending of a liuing 

death anda beginning of eternall life. 

But what is there in chis life ſo greatlic 

co be defired ? or what harme in death 

which ought ſo to be ſhunned ? Let vs [ 

pray you examine the partes and pe» 

riods of. mans life, 

Eucry age We begin this life of ours with piti- 
:-— boy full moning,we ”-_ it with paine,and 
* endit with gricf. This is the eſtate both 
of the: moſt excellent of the ſonnes of 

Infancie. men,andalfo of the baſeſt begger which 
creadeth vpon the earth,and there is not 

any which can boaſt of his priuiledge in 

this behalfe.For in truth mi is ina worle 
condition a great deale then the reſt of 

the liuing creatures : he is borne and 

broyght into the worldand cinot moue 
atall,whE he 1s in his ſwadling cloths,he 

3s not only without pleaſure , but trou- 

bleſome to himſelfe and others , and till 

he come to. yeares of reaſon and diſcre- 

tion heis ſubicct co many and great di- 

rs;-but yetin one thing it is better 

with him in this his infancie,then in the 
rel} of his age,for that he knoweth jab 
| is 
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his vnhappy eſtate . What now is any! 
man of ſoabict and of ſuchabaſe mindF 


who if hecould be alwayes a child for” «# 


wiſhing would cotinue in his babeſhip? 
from whence it may be eaſily gathered, 
that if you meaſure this life, b it ſelfe & 
from thenature thereof it hath no good=--. 
neſle in it at all without we ca l:ue well 
and happely therein. | 


But let'vs wade further. When as the Chilhood, 


body ſhall encreaſeand grow, then do 


' ſorrowes ſpring vp together therewith. 


Man is ſcarſly out of the nurſes armes 
(being as yet 1gnorant hoſy to gouerne 
himſelfe)'but he is committed to the 


| ſchoolemaſters rod and gouernement(Þ 


ſpeake only of them who haue _ e- 
ducation) when though he ſport himſelf 
he is continually in feare j' whileſt-he 
learneshe doth it vawillingly , and his 
whole / infancie being vnder: an other 
mans tuition is vnto' hima very prifon. . 
Therefore there is nothing that ſo murly 
troubleth his minde, nor any thing he 
more deſireth chen to increaſe the num- 
ber of his yeares to be out of others co- 
maund at his ownelibertic,the which he 
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Youth, 


3 eA Chriſtian view 
hopeth and longcth for,and forceth by 
his labours, ſhudie and endeuour' to at- 
taine, and finally he deuiſeth carefully: 
how he may paſle the terme ofhis infan- 
cic and nonage,that hauing finiſhed his 
childhood , he might at length haue the 
name of a young man, _ _-.;. _ 

But being-cometo age , tell me what 
is it but the end of his infancie2 what is 


. -our mis agebut the death of our youth- 


full yearcs2. To:merrowes xiftng,is this 
dayecs ſetting. Therefore if we do ſo con- 
 fiderthe thing , it maketh vs defirous of 
death , and tothinke that this eſtate of 
lifeis altogether vnhappy , in ſo much 
that man cannot be thought bleſledof 
others, nor yet content with has portion 
mhimſclfe.  -; 

And now let vs bchold man in that 
age which heſo greatly delired,cue now 
his. own walke,and in that age wherc- 
in with Hercales he hath his choice ci- 
ther of the way. of vertue or elſcof vice, 


. andaguidetogirefthim inhis journcy, 


cither his reaſon. or clſe his affetion, 


>cluſewhichbewill - And whileſt he is 
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Of life and death. 
worth the conſideration which of them 
hechoſeth.On the one hand diuerſe af- 
fetions do flatter him,a thouſand bayts 
do allure him,and the ſhew ofall kind of 
worldly pleaſures do bewitch him. But 
what areall theſe delicates 2 Euen moſt 
wicked and vitious , which do vexe and 
orceue his minde as if it were ſomequo- 
tidian ague,and whole {teps do lead vn- 
to mourning , andend with repentance: 
which as anitch by often rubbing being 
moreprouoked is at lendth made vlce- 
rous,and leaueth behind it a long reme- 
brance-: ſuch dainties obtained by great 
ſorrow, labour and danger are both loſt 
in a momet,and they alſo vexethe mind 
with a tedious & vnquiet remembrance 
of them . And ſuch in a word is the na- 
ture of allthe vnconſtant &fraile plea- 
ſures of this world,ſo that if any will ex- 
aminethem within and without,he ſhal 
findenone of them ſeaſoned with ſo ex- 
cellet ſ\eetneſle, whoſe bitterneſſe doth 
not exceede,noneſo toothſome which 
doth not ouerlay the ſtomack, none but 
by log cuſtome it doth bring aloathing 
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To. A Chriftian view 
to be lamented)ſo moderate which doth 
not bring ſome thing with it that dorh 
gnaw the minde and pitifullic hurt and 
annoy the vaderſtanding. 

I will not call tominde thoſe things 
whichall men confeſleto be altogether 
vnprofitable 1n pleaſures, as brawls, de- 
bats,blowes,maſlaughter, exile,diſcaſes 
and thuerſe other perils into the which 
many falteither by incontinence of life, 
or by want of diſcretion , or by pride of 
youth . But what if the delights which 
ſceme to be in thislife be more troubles? 
what if the grief of pleaſures which be 
dronke therewith, be as. the liquor of 
wormewood 2 It is very euident what 
vnpleaſantneſſe any man may fecle in 
them, and what bitrerneſle it 1s chat is 
tak together with them. This may well 

appearc in youth that is out of the go- 
yernement of parents or maſters , which 
hach ſet looſethe bridle to licetiouſaelle, 
or that I may more truly ſay, tothe vn- 
bridled ſeruitude of their owne deſires, 
which as an yncleane ſpirite poſlefſing 
a man,do ſometime throw him into the 
water,ſometime into the fire, ons while 
cts 
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children do moſt carneſtly deſire, yet 

<5 mig in yeares, they can no whit a- 
ide, 


Now followeth the ſtayed age of mi, Aman in 


which all men dedicate vnto wiſedome, 
as they 'purpoſed to conlecrate the for- 


mer to a pleaſant and to a quiet life, But haththeſe 
this perfeR age,is in this onepoint per- encum- 
fe& and fully compleat, for that then the Þrances. 


whole 1mperte&tioof mis nature, which 
either the ſimplicitic of infancie did co- | 
uer or the inconſtancie of headie, youth 
exculſed,doth eſpecially lift vp his head 
and bewray what this perfetion is. To + 
pretermit other men,only thoſe I 1adge 
worthy the remembrance in this place, 
whom the world reckonethin the num- 


ber of wiſe and bleſſed men . Hitherto 


, feare hath taken hold of vs and dallyed 


with vs, ſhort hath bene the threed of 
pleaſures,& lo, a doleful ſting of repen- 
tance remaineth behind . For now grea- 
ter miſchiefes aſlaile our mindes, to wit, 
couetoulneſle & ambitis,which do pro- 
miſe great plentic of riches and honour 
if we wil fall downe and worſhip them, 
So that there 1s not any mortal man(ex+ 
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cept the true & choſen chilire of God) 
who being rauiſhed with the loue ofthe 
ſame doth not throw himſclfe headlong 


| Into a dangerous downefal! . But let vs 


Coue- 
toulnefle, 


exainine what mi hath profited and ob- 
tained by his couctuouſneſle. 

The couctous man perhaps makes 
many a tourney both by land and ſea, is 
many times in danger of theeues and of- 
ten in perill of derſe other chaunces, 
but after he hath: oft eſcaped the dangers 
of ihipuracke , after he hath, bene tur- 
moyled with long labour and feare,and 
oftctimes hath ſuffered great loſle ofhis 
timeand charges (in ftead whereofonly 
he hath gained diverſe kindes of gree- 
uous difcaſes,as the goute, the palſicand 
fecbleneſle of body and lymmes , which 
eſpecially appeare in his old age) after 
that I ſay he hath endeuoured to buy his 
cafe by his paintull Iabour,and hath of- 
fred violence to lifeit ſelfethat he might 
liucin abundance of riches , graunt him 
now that he hath his hearts Tire , ſup- 
poſe he hath ſpoiled the Eaſt countries of 

earles,and emptied the gold mines of 
the Welt,ts he therfore the happier and 
ſurer 
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Of life and death. Ty 
ſurer for that ? nay,he rather ladeth him 
ſelf with a greater heape of cares & ſor- 
rowes both in body & mind whe all his 
other troubles coſt and charges haue by 
him bene ou-rpaſled : ſo that from one 
trouble he fals into an other,and he ma- 
keth noſalc but a change of his miſeries, 
Before he was enflamed with an earneſt 
and greedy dclire of getting riches, and 


now he heauily careth how to keepe. 


that which he hath gotten, with a bur- 
ning heate he came by the,& with a cold 
horror & trembling feare he keepes the, 
he firſt aduentured robbing to obtaine 
goods,and now hauing got the, theeues 
lyein waite euery where for him , with 
excceding paines he ſouzhe them out of 
the bowels of the earth, & now finding 
the, he {tadieth how & by what meancs 
he may hide them in the earth agayne. 
And that I may ſpeake all in a word, 
whe his whole voyage is finiſhed, he be- 
_ himſelfe to bondage , and i 
cadof labour and much ſorrow which 
did moleſt the body, his ſpirite findes it 
ſelfe beſet and enuironed about within 
finite —— hath this mis: 
WY 
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ſer gotten ? Atanmon (whom men call 
the God of couctouſneſle ) by his vaine 
illuſiss and tuglings doth perſwade him 
that he ſhal obtaine ſome excellet thing, 
Hereupon they whom the cuill ſpiritis 
wont to lead to theirgwne deſtruftion, 
haue found 1n ſtead 6f gold their hand 
full of leaves .. Now the nature of the 
thing which he poſleſſeth/and yet it ra- 
ther poſleſſcth him ) is not enduced with 
any cffi@cie or force. at all to cure any 
diſeaſe ,Fbut is farre inferiourto all the 


hearbes and plants of the field . Thus he 


heapeth vp theſe vile excrements, and 
taketh vpon him ſuch a contEgtible na- 
ture;that he maketh that an ornament of 
his head, which is more mcet to be tro- 
den and trampled vnder his feete ' But 
hath.he yet ſatisfied his thirſt by this 
meanes/nonot a whit,for he is en - Sm 
with greater couctouſneſle then before. 


Cx 


We commend that drinke eſpecially - 


which quencheth the thirſt , and thoſe 


meates which taken in fimall quantitie 
do moſt nouriſh the body and flake hi- 


ger . But theſe are of ſuch anature that. 
the more youtake againſt thirſt and hi- 


ger 
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cer,theleſſe youare ſatisfied. Doubtleſle | 


it is a droplic and an imagined hunger, 
or more truly that diſcaſe called Buavwes, 
from whencc it isthat we might rather 
looke that man ſhould ſooner burft,the 
that by the abundice of riches he ſhould 
be ſatisfied . And this 15 the worlt of all, 
for that this thirſt and gluttonie hath 
taken ſucha deepe roote in many, that 
though very deepe wels ſhould as it 
were be digged,and out of the ſame wa- 
ter ſhould bedrawne, yet notwithſtan- 
ding at the laſt they ſhall wit that which 
might quench their thirſt : yea though 


. they were vp to the chinne in watergyet 


they periſh for thirſt,in plentic of corne 
they famiſh for hunger, they abound in 


' - riches,yet dare they notimploy them to 


their profit , they ſeeme to. enioy them, 
when they takeno pleaſure at all by the, 
neither yet dg they gather them for the 
{clues or others : ſo that they haue none 
of thoſe things which they poſleſſe,and 
what they poſleſſe not;they are greeued 
that chey want, and thus they finde that 
to he true within themſclues which is 


B ij 


commoly faid,a couctous man wanteth 


18 A Chriftian view jo 
as well that which hehath as that which 
he hath not .. Wherefore let vs returne 
and make a ſearch of all theſe things, 
which by a falfenam@are called goods: 
and lct vs'thew that they are nothing 
elſe, but the grief of the body , and that 
the poſleſſion of riches is for the moſt 
[me the burthe of the minde(whach tru- 

y is ſo muchy greater then the troubles 
of the body, by how much: the minde is 
more excellent) :for then miſeries ouer- 
whelme them when they arc altogether 
bereft of their riches either by ſhip- 
wracke,or by the enemy,or by fire,or by 
any other like calamitie,wherunto thoſe 
fraile goods are ſubieR. Here they yell, 
they cry,and make pttiful] lamentations 
for their loſles , forthis cauſe they dif- 
quiet themſeclues with cares & ſorrowes, 
likeas liecle;childrenare wont to do for 
looſing their toyes and trifles of no ya- 
| luc, and yet ci they not forſooth be per- 
ſwaded by any reaſon that mortall men 
polleſle any thing , which is ſubie& to 
'ruineand deſtru&tis, though they ſecme 
to themſclues not orely tobe itript of 
their riches,but cucn to haue their skins 
2-H as 
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as it werepulled ouer their cares. Whece 
it is that after they haue put al their truſt 
in theſe friuolous things and faxed their 
cogitations vpon the earth, and being 
once fruſtrated of them, they are quite 
diſcouraged , and fall into the ſnares of 
deſperation , out of which it is ſcarſly 
ſcene that any eſcape and come againe 
to his right minde . But this exceedeth 
all their other madneſle,that they think 
they haue loſt all which hath not bene 
ootten by vſuric,and chata diminiſhing 
of their wealth which hath not bene ob- 
eained by ſome vnulual gaine, which'de- 
ſpare hath brought very many to that 
oint,that they haue become their owne 
Lande . Andthat I may be brief, the 
wages and reward which couetouſneſle 
giveth to his clients and (laues , is ſuch 
oftentimesas is wont to be giuen by the 
deuill himſelfe (fro whom this hath her 
pedegrie) who when he ſometime will 
oratifie his ſcholers , either preferreth 
themto the hangman, or plucketh out 
cheir throats himſclfe .. 1 paſle by thoſe 
crimes in ſilence to which couetgus me 
for lucre ſake mo - doſell themlſclues 
11 | 


20 A Chriftian view 
into bondage,whoſe conſciences are c6- 
- einually tormented asit were with cer- 
tainefuries . And to make an end, this 
fallech out at the length , that by theſe 
their violent paines , the chick part of 
man is beguiledand deccaued , his body 
flaine , his minde wounded , and finally 
his ſoule is depriued of all pleaſure or 
profite of life at all , and ſo lamentablic 
calt away. | 
Ambition, Now let vs come to ſpeake of Ambi- 
tion , which being the deſire of honour, 
doth very fooliſhly and madly turne 
many excellent men away fro the truth. 
What, do we thinke that we ſhall finde 
more feliciticin it ? we do then deccaue 
ourſclucs . Itis intruth far otherwiſe, 
for cuen as couctouſneſledoth mock vs 
whilſt it requits our worldly pains with 
the excrement of the earth, ſo in like 
manner this doth feed vs with ſmoke & 
wind, which rewards as light & vaine, 
as the other matter is rude & indigeſted: 
both of them do throw vs as it were in- 
to amoſtdigerous whitIpoole,yct not- 
withſtiding this is the more perillous, 
for that it decciucth vs more —_— | 
wit 
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with a faire gloſſc, and at the-firſt ſighe 
ſcemeth more excellent then couctou(s 
neſſe. Some of them who haue cuen c5- 
ſecrated and geuen themſclues ouer to 
Ambitioare 1n great fauour with Prin- 
ces, ſome others are made generals and 
Licutenants of thefield , and euery one 
in his ſcuerall degree,of office, honour 
and dignitie are reuereced abou others, 
& feared eſpecially of thoſe whom they 
may comand:they are clothed with pur- 
ple,ſcarlet,and cloth of gold,ſo that cuen 
all the delights of the world do ſeeme to 
be gotten for their ſakes alone,But there 
are few of them who perceiuc how hea- 
uica burthen,cuen but one ounce of this 
vaine honour is to them, how deare this 
worthip coſtes them,and at what a high 
price cuery ell of this ſuinptuous appa- 
rell is ſold :which if fo be that mortall 
me would ſeriouſly coſider,there would 
be none found which would buy theſe 
things & repEtice withall ſo deare.Ma- 
ny come to great promotis by continu- 
all ſeruice and grecuous ſeruitude,who 
after fcarcno pikes , nor ſticks 'toadut- 
eurcaioynt, an armeor alcggetofatil- 
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fie their Princes will and pleaſure, who 
yet ſometime,will care more for an acre 
or ſmall plot of ground lying conuicnt- 
ly for his vſe , then fora hundreth or a 
thouſand liues of ſuch farthfull ſeruants. 
Doubtleſle he is vnhappy who ſerueth 
him of whom he is not beloued,and it is 
alſo follic to thinke himfelfe in great ace. 
compt with him who hath ſet ſo lighe 
by his retinew and ſeruice, and cauſeth 
him to hazard and endanger his life for 
eucry trifling occaſion that is offred. 
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© ſuffer theſclues to be groſly abuſed. Bae 


although they are fo great and familiar 


' with their maſters, euc all their ————s 


and delight, & as it were /#pzter his own 
darlings,yet ſometime it is no otherwiſe 
with them, then is wont to be with the 
_— of thoſe moſt fierce. and vnruly 
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Of life anddeath. © 275 
haue tamedone of the by great paticce, 
by many a wile and alſurement , yet ſo 
often as they g1ue him nieat they dili- 
gently looke totheir hid to pull it back: 
againe,leſt by chaunce he lighting vpon 
it ,reach I1s maiſter a rew2rdout of the 
grate for his ſeruice ſo long a tune. Such 
15 the end very often of all thoſe Courti- 
ers,whoare chiefly in credit and un their 
Princes efpeciall fauour, 


Itis a pleaſure for Princes when they The qgir. 
haue exalted any to the higheſt degree poſirion of 


of promotion,ſo that they haue attained Princes 
p toward 
their 


courtiers. 


the end of their labour , then againe to 
throw them downefrom the top of glo- 
rie tothe bottome of diſgrace . If they 
haue enriched any they wring himlike 
a wet ſpunge to dry him againe:they are 
louers and pleaſers of themſclues , they 
thinke that others are borne to be in bo- 
dage to them and their pleaſures. Fur. 
ther the blind Courtier ſuppoſeth that 
hehath many friends, yea very many of 
whom he is honored, but doth not once 
conſider that he is cuen ſo regaided of 
others as himſelfe diſſembleth konour 
vnto others. For the noble men do def 
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24 A Chriflunview 
piſc all baſepeſants , neither at any time 
falutethey any,but to their reproch. As 
for their inferiours becauſe they ſtand in 
need of their helpe,they do wiſh them 
well and vaile the bonnet, yet not to the 
ſo much as to their eſtate,their robes & 
dignitie . And their equals ( amongelſt 
who there ſhould be the greateſt friend- 
ſhip)do boyle with hatred and ſlanders, 
trecherie and continuall enuie , and do 
maceratcand torment themſclues, either 
by reaſon of their owne bad lucke,or for 
theenuie of other mens good ſucceſle. 
For enuie,then which there is no tormet 
greatcr,is the very conſumption of the 
minde: ſo that you ſec theſe men to wane 
all friendſhip, the which all me that are 
in their right wits hauc accounted the 
chicfeſt benefit which cancometo mor- 
tall men. Will you that I ſet them out in 
their colours yet more liuely?when they 
begin to bein aduerſitic, and good for» 
tune(as they call it )b1ddcth the fagewel, 
the all men forſaketthe,whe ſhe frownes, 
mElookeawry at the,if thleyput off their 
gorgious apparell , ef that ci 
know themany more . But: if be can- 

trariwiſc 
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trariwiſe that theſe ornamentes be be- . 
ſtowed vpon any vnworthy and infa- 
mous wretch , without all controuerſie 
in regard of might and title, he ſhalbe 
madcheire of all that honour &eſtima- 
tio,which the firſt man poſleſled . In the 
meane time they become hauty & proud 
like to that packehorſe or aſle in the 
Poet, which whe he did ſometime carrie 
the goddeſle //ir on his backe, did attci- 
bute to himſelfe all that worſhip which 
was doneto the goddeſſe . Euen ſo do 
theſe men not conſidering that they do 
but carrie proſperitieas it were aſſes on 
their backe, which of the commen ſort 
1s more worſhipped the the perſons the 
ſclues . But perhaps ſome man may ſay, 
as long as he 1sin proſperitic he liucth at 
leaſt reaſonably well and at his hearts 
deſire,and whoſocuer liucthin pleaſure 
three or foure yeares more or lefle , his 
whole life is not to be accompted miſe- 
rable. In truth he hath liued reaſonably 
wel with a witneſle,if this beto live rea- 
ſonably well and quietly , to be vexed 
with continuall feare of adownefall fro 


that high eſtate vato which he had aſpi= 
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26 A Chriſtian view 
red. and continually to haue anafpiring 
mind and an inſatiable deſire of promo- 
tio. Doci{t thou (my friend) whileſt thou 
conlidereſt hun ſuperficially and with- 
out thinke that he [1ueth ſafely and ioy- 
fully *looke the into him throughly,in= 
wardly there is no ſuch matter,he is con+ 
tinually in great heart-burne .. Priſons 
thou ſeclt are built faire and ſeeme bew- 
tifull without, but within are they not 
full' of deepe and darke dungeons, 
ſnakesand torments? Eus o they which 
ſeeme to thee to dwell at libertie and to 
inhabitc fairc houſes , they feele them- 
ſelues ina great ſtrait:they whom thou 


| 1udgeltto bealoft & to haue the world 


at will,chey accoumpt themſelues to be 
in a vile ettatgand baſe condition. It fal- 
leth out that they are ofretimes as weake 
which unagine themſelues oncly to be 
ficke , as thoſe which are very ſicke in- 
deede. And ſoitis with theſe who when 
they might be kings, they deeme them- 
{clues no better then it they were ſome 
caitiffe, &1ndeedethey ares, ſith we are 
in very truth that which we thinke our 
{clucsto be. You ſec them garded with 
many 
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Of life and death. 27 
many men, but they litle credite thoſe to 
whomthey haue committed the cuſto- 


dic of their bodies hauing continuall 


feare both when they are ſolitarie and 
when they haue companie: for being a- 
lone they looke behind them , & hauing 
good ſtore of company they caſt their 
eyes cuery where leſt any ſhould hurt 
them,they drinke-in pure filuer and fine 
gold, ycttheſe arc oftener poyloned the 
the bricle glaſle or the earthen veſlell: 
they lay themſclues vpon their beds of 
downe,you ſhall not heare ſo much as a 
mouſe to (tirre till chey be a ſlecpe, nei- 
cher yet can a gnat any. whit trouble 
their reſt:notwithſtanding you hall ſee 
a poore countrie man , by reaſon of the 
{ti]l noyſe of the ſtreame though he lye 
in the ope market placeor in the crolle 
hauing the earch 1n ſtead of his bed,and 
heaut for his canopy,yet to ſleepe more 
voyde of care and more pleaſantly, then 
they when there is greateſt kilence and 
quieeneſle,for that their body is turned 
& tolled tocuery ſide, they thinkethe 

continually heare ſome noyle,ſo reſtleſle 
3s theu teſt, fo vopleaſant to the is plea« 


"_ I le — — — - 9 — — _— 


23 ef  riſhan view 

ſant ſleepe. 1/0+tthou further defire to 
know what difference thereis betwixe 
theſc and czem which lye bound in the 
deepedungeomboth of them doubtleſle 
are bound with chaines and fetters, but 
the one hath his body lade with chaines 
of iron,the other his minde with golden 
gyues: The captiuehe beareth his bids, 
and euen ſo the Courtier,he is as faſt in- 
—_— and intigled as the other. The 
Priſoner in the middeſt of his ſforrowes 
coforteth himſelf & mitigateth his mi- 
ſeriewith muſlike , but the Courtier ve- 
xeth himſelfe more gricuouſlly, neither 
ci heeuer relcaſe or diſcharge his minde 
from care. Therefore thou art deceaued 
if thou perſwadeſt thy ſelf that a Cour- 
eicrcan hauca quict mind : thou indeed 
mdgelt theto be 1n an excellet place,be 
cauſe they are crept vp to high promo- 
tion , but by thelike follic thou mayeſt 
make ofa little dwarfe a great giant: if 
when he ſhall aſcend vnto ſome high 
toweror topof amountaine,thou doeſt 
meaſure the. image together with che 
foote & baſe of the ſame, doeſt not thou 
ſhew thy ſelfe a proper Geometrician, | 
| when | 
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whenthe body of th-}»»Gee'ought tobe 
conſidered and meal. : *' ' it (elfe, and 
not in regard of the place, whereupon 
it ſtandeth?Butif ſo be thou wilt conſi- 
derit aſunder and ſeperately from the 
foote,thou wilt finde that it is but little 
and low.So thou 1wdgzelt them-great mE 
(if ſo be that any thing may ſeeme great 
on the carth which in regard ofheauen 
.- is but asa pricke, but if thou couldeſt 
| beholdtheinward parts of their minds, 
thou ſhouldeſt finde them nothing at 
all ſo great: for true valour ſtands in the 
cotempt of all cheſe vaine honors which 
are before our eyes, in regard of which 
they are ſlaucs though they little thinke 
them(clues ſo to be,lith that they ende- 
uour with great care toclime higher, & 
neuer thinke that they haue riſen high 
* 1nough. Many ſet vpa markefor them- 
+ ſelues to ſhooteat , which it they aſpire 
vnto, they promiſe themſelues to enioy 
{ reſt &quietneſle : and admit they haue 
+ their wiſh and deſire, yet ſcarce can they 
' hauctime to breath , for that defire of 
 promoti6 wherewith their minde is yet 
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30 e-1 Chriſtran view 
ſremed tothem when they were of baſe 
degree to be very excellent , they now 
eltceme very meancly of andof ſmall re- 
putatis. Euery man adiudgeth himſclfe 
low , becauſe he ſecth ſome in better 
lace then himſelfe , when he ought to 
conſider that he is in very truth in great 
dignitic, for that he cannot be 12norant 
that chere is many a thouſand in the 
world in worle {tate then himſelfe and 
' at alowerebbe, and at length he ſoareth 
ſo high, that either his wind therefaileth 
him, or elfe fro thece he tumbleth down 
ſuddely into the pit of miſcrie. But if ſo 
be that by good meanes he be wherche 
would 1t 1s no otherwiſe with him, then 
with them which dwell in the top of the 
lower Alpes,he mult hazard not onely 
the blultring wind and ſtormy weatker, 
but haile,yea thunder,lightning and all 
the violence of the aire whatſoecuer, 
which partly maketh mens mindes as it 
were ſhaken and weatherbcaten,& part- 
ly doth entangle them in perilous dan- 
gers , and ſhewes all their force againſt 
fuch vaine and loftie perſons;to the end 
to ſinite their pride as with iſe 
all 
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Of life and death. 3t 
and to conſume the perſons themſelues 
co duſt and aſhes . You will graunt me 
perhapsthe truth of all this,being driu6 
thereto by authoritic of examples as we 
may ſce abundantly in the recordesof 
antiquitie and the monuments of hiſto- 
riographers . But thoſe men (may ſome 
fay ).in the meane time do ſceme to be 
excpred from all theſe calamities,whoſe 
head nature her ſelfe hath crowned with 
the diademe of honour,to who ſhe hath 
giuen the ſcepter and aduaunced from 
their cradels tothis ſo high degreeof d1i- 
gnitic,and that with ſuch good ſucceſle, 
that they haue ſcemed to clune thither 
without any labour or trouble at all , 8c 
therſoretheſe may rightly be called hap- 
picand bleſled . And here happely the 
caſe ſo (tids that becauſe they are borne 
and bred vp in the top of dignitiz,they 
feelcleſle trouble then other men, ſo that 
vſe preuaileth with the as with the bor- 
derers vp6 the fall of Nilus,who become 
deafcby reaſon of the violent and ſwift 
falling of the (treame . He which is ac- 
cuſtomed tothe priſon doth not great-: 
ly delure libertie , _ countrunen of 
$246; 1 
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Cmmeria who haue perpetuall night & 
darkneſle wiſh not for day . And they 
which le 1n the top of the higheſt 
Alpes fecle not the force of the ſnow, 
thunders and tempeltes: but yet they.are 
not altogether freed , ſeeing very often. 
thelightening doth as it-were diminiſh 
the glory of their diademe and ſhake the 
{cepter out of their handes , ſeeing that 
both with the dangerous ſnowes th 
are enuironed,their mindeis: blinded as 
it were with thecloud of heauineſſe and 
ſorrow.For they are crowned but with 
a thormie crowne,they bearc a ſcepter in 
their handes but it is of reed, which a- 
mogelt other things molt frayle,is moſt 
ſubict tawind and weather', and this 
crown it i{ ſo far off that it ſhould miti- 
gate the griefand migrain ofthe minde,. 
or that the fcepter ſhould baniſh and di- 
ſpel thoſe cares and troubles wherewith. 
they -arc incumbred, that both crowne 
and ſ{cepter do euery where ſet vpon, aſ-. 
ſayleand torment them molt miferably. 
Remember that' famous Apophtheg of: 
the Perhan Monarch, who ſaid that no 
man ould vouchſate ſo much oy 
; il care 
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take vp the diademe ifhe ſhould finde 
it lying vnder feete , if he well knew 
how heauie it would be ro the bearer 
thereof . And the ſame Prince although 
he ſeemed to rule fora time as heliſt, 
and to allot to others at his pleaſure 
and diſcretion both proſperitic and ad- 
uerſitic , whom all men iudged onely 
able to giue men tranquillitie yet:not- 
withſtanding he freely and frankly con- 
fefleth that there is nothing in the whole 
circuit of the carth(of which he himſelf 
was the the gouernour)but only ſorrow 
and calamitie. What doeſ{t thou ſuppoſe 
other men will ſay 1f they will anſwere 
one as they are perſwaded ? Ipaſle by 
thoſe in ſilence who haue finiſhed their 
life by ſome infamous death, who haue 
ſeen thedeſtruction of their kingdomes, 
yct hauc lined long after with great ſor- 
row of minde , and-who aſter all their 
Pcincely iolytic and prodigalitie haue 
been druen to end with mourning.and 
calamitie. And I come to D1oni/ies that 
Sicilian tyrant , who did then enioy a 
more peaccable life, whe being a ſchole- 


malter he goucrned the youth of Co- 
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34 A (hriftian view 
rinth with the rod ; then when he bare 
the ſcepter with the which all Sicilie 
was tormented. What nced I remember 
S$jlla ? whoalthough he had robbed and 
impoueriſhed the Romain common 
wealth ( which before pilled and poled 
the whole world ) yet was he neuer in 
his life more quict,then whe he willings 
ly renounced his power, authoritie and 
ienitie cuen with great hazard ofhis 
habilitieand credit . Butlet vs require 
the judgement of king Salomon,who al- 
though that he was endued of the Lord 
with certaine ſingular prerogatiues, 
with great riches,yea and had found out 
the hidden treaſures of che Ilandes, and 
the riches of the world , yet doth he tell 
vs plainly andcofeſle 1n his Eccleſiaſtes 
after adil1gent ſuruey and inquiſition 
made of this worldly felicitie where- 
with God had abundantly bleſſed him, 
that he found nothing bue vanitic , la- 
bour and vexation of ſpirite. Let vs de- 


maund of Avg:ſis Ce/ar the Lord of | 


the whole world, whe it was moſt quiet, 
will henot anſwere that he was greeued 
with the ſorrowes ofhis life paſt , and 
chat 


of life and death, 
that therfore he preferred & wiſhed the 
oorceſtate and ſecuritie, of a poore mi 
efore his own,& accoiited that an hap- 
py houre, which ſhould relcaſe him of 
that great grieuous burden of honour, & 
cauſe hum to liue though with men of 
baſelt condition.So let vs enquire of 7 y= 
berixs his ſucce(lour in the Empire, and 
he will confeſle that he held his Empire 
like a wolfe by the cares {as it is in the 
prouerbe ) which hold he would caſily 
looſe if he could eſcape without danger 
of byting,he would not then accule for- 
tune, he would not curſe the day which 
hoyſt him to that place , butafterward 
tooke away the ladder ſo that he could 
not deſcend downe againe. As for D:o- 
cle/ſian whom vertue and wiſedome hath 
reatly renowmed, hedid very ofte pre- 
Rr his free and voluntarie bani/hmene 
in Salon, before the maicſtie of che Ro- 
main Empire. And to conclude Charles 
the fift , whom our age hath eſteemed 
themoſt happy of all nien, wholiued in 
many ycares before, he will curſe his vi- 
Rories,the enlarging of his Empire, his 


triumphes and viRorious enſignes, nei- 
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* ther will he be aſhamed to confelle that 


he got more profitin one day by ſolita- 
rineſſe, then in all the triumphes of his 
whole life beſides.Shall we now eltecme 
theſe men happy inthe imaginarie ex- 
cellencie,who account themlelues molt 
vnhappy , and iudged chat onely to be 
felicitie which diminiſhed their digni- 
'tic and brought ameaner kinde of life? 
who could ſcarſly finde in all. the world 
any little place where they might vn- 
burden theniſelues of that great load of 
honour,or any bed ſo cafe wherein they 
may-quictly take their reſt. 

cisonly then a happy man, who is 


IT contet with the portion that God hath 


given him,and he the moſt vnhappy of | 
all others ,, who cannot bridlehis deſire 
-with the obtaining of his wiſhes and fo 
be at quiet and peace in his mind. Ther- 
fore may Pirrhs king of the Epirots be 
mſtl»--deemed miſcrable , who that he 
might'#n&6y a peaceable life, ambitiouſ- |, 
ly (oaghethe-rulc of the whole world, ? 
ſeeking a far off to obtaine that thing, |. 
which was before in his own power.Bur |; 
more vahappy was Alexander the great |% 
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who though he were the heire ofa great 
andfamous Empire and Kingdome , & 
was almoſt the moſt glorious Princein 
the whole world, yet that he might ſatiſ> 
fic his outragious ambition, he ſearcheth 
after other worlds, whoſe couctouſneſle 
and greedie deſire was afterward quen- 
ched with a litle ditch and contamed 
within the copaſle of fix foote of groid. 
To be ſhort though they were borne on 
the top of the higheſt Alpes,they would 
aſpire and ambitiouſly deſire euen hea- 
ut it ſelfe, & endeuour by what meanes 
they could tocome thither: and though 
it ſhalbe permitted toany to ſubiet to 
their yoke all the kings of the earth, yet 
they wil not be content, but bid battaile 
to God himſelfe,neither will they make 
an endof this their furie, beforethe al- 
mightie ſhall laugh ac their follie , and 
ſhal(wh&as they do iudge and perſwade 
theleluesto be {afcly placed in the chaire 
of ſtate )as it were ſcatter their preſup- 
tuous prideby. his might”, breake their 
ſcepter in their hands,and beate ther & 
oppreſle them down withcthe diademe 
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all ambitious felicitie is of this nature, 
that whoſocuer is addited hereunto 
doth ſuſtaine much dammage to pro- 
cureto himlelfe much hurt . And there 
are ſome who do hope by climing 
higher that chey ſhalbe freed from all 
cuill,nothing conſidering that that ſelfe 
ſame degree , which they fo greatly la- 
boured to obtaine,is but a very heape of 
all calamitie. I omit the ynhappy lot of 
thoſe men, who haue bene all their life 
timevery dutiful, who hauc waited with 
cap inhand in the Court hauing hope 
coreceaueſome greatreward , but yet at 
length they may put all cheir gaine in 
theircye, and though they haue entru- 
ded them(ſelues very egarly vpon the 
ſpoile , yet they ſee to their hearts gricf 
ſome oddefellow ſome vpſtart Getlema 
ofthe firſt head to haue all things be- 
ſtowed vp6 him &toencreaſe in wealth, 

ca&to bethe receiuer of their reward 
who hath not ſo much as moued hfs 
foote, when as many otherci not keepe 
that which chey haue,do what they can, 
with al their carking &carc,but wil they 
nil they,thatlitlethey hauc will needs a- 
way? 


way But ſuch me truly are eſteemed the 
molt vnhappy of all, & indeede they are 
ſocuEin this onething, becauſe they ſee 


their calamitie & are couicted as miſera- 


ble in their owne tudgements. This may 
ſuffice to ſhow that all riches, which that 
foull feend of hel doth as througha win- 
dow beſtow vps vs,are nothingelſe but 
baites by which lie might allure vs into 
his net; & that theſe tranſitorie and mo- 


mentary things arc ſtrange deccipts, by 


which he doth miſerably delude all our 


yaine labours & endeuours beltowed v- 


po riches. And finally that he is the moſt 
vnhappie of all men whom obtaining 
theſe rithes hath had belt ſucceſle. 

But ſome will indeede confeſle that 
the couetous man in his great plentie 
enioyeth nothing,and that which was 
wont to be ſaid in the Prouerbe is veri- 
fied in him,to wit that he wanteta that 
which he hath aſwell as that* which he 
hath not, And that alſo the aabitious 
perſon,whe he imagineth tht heKhceh 
molt pleaſantly and according to his 
hearts deſire , he then eſpecially liucth 
diſcommodiouſly. And that both of th! 
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rocmreto themſclues ut in this world: 
ell:ſh tormets. Yetthey will demaund 
whether theſe diſcommodities are tobe - 
found among them, whichapply them 
ſcluesto the admuniſtration of law and 
zuſtice, oramong them who dayly at- 
tend vpothe Princes perſon, who ſeeme 
to cnioy their riches with pleaſure, to 0+ 
bey without.trouble of mind,and to ob- 
taine very good credit ioyned with caſe 
and quictneſſe . This I graunt mightbe 
peraduenturc in former timesand in the 
dayes of our anceſtors , when as there 
were {ome liuely ſparkes of iuſtice a+ 
mongelt mortall men :but in this pre- 
ſent and lamentable age 1 ſcenot truly 
how this ſhould come'to paſle : for if 
thou ſhall in this timeintermedle witkr 
publike affaires , either thou ſhalt deale 
well or wickedly,if wickedly,thou ſhalt 
kindle the wrath of the higheſt againſt 
thee, and procure to thy ſelfc a guiltic 
conſcience, which will continually tor- 
menttheeas it were with burning tor- 
ches:but if well, thou ſhalt get the diſ- 
pleaſiire and hatred of men , and that of 
no meane men., whole enuicand _—_ 
wi 
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will aſſaile and ouerthrow thee, whoſe 
tyrrannie and crueltic will menace con- 
tinuall threatsagainſt thee: If chou ſhale 
obtaine a popular fame,thouſhalt pleaſe 
a furious bealt,but-thou muſt needes di- 
fpleaſe thy ſclfe . If thou ſhale be alouer 
of thy ſclfe, thou ſhalt anger God and 
dote for ſelfe loue. If thou ſhalt compoſe 
thy will tothe will of God , thou thale 
fall intoa thouſand worldly dangers Sc 
betroubled with innumerable diſcom- 
modities. From whence it is that if you 
weigh and conſider the ſpeechesof good 
men, and them who haue bene meetlie 
well contet with their portion, you ma 

finde that ſome haue defired ( whether 
they _ it in earneſt or being com- 
pelled Icinot tell, they ſpeake thetruth 
I am ſure) that they would changetheir 
apparell with the husbandman. And o- 
thers haue accounted that they liue well 
and coucnicntly who poſleſle nothing. 
Some other do complanne greatly of the 
courtly troubles and hurliburlies, pro- 
teſting that they ſecke all oportunitic 


todepart ., Tobe bricf you ſhall ſcarſly | 


finde any who 1s. not gricued with' lus 
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lot , who enuieth not an other mans e- 
| fate, who would not willingly make 
exchange of his owne, if hecould finde 
any other willing tothe bargaine. Who 
' Is not wearic of thoſe ſtudies to which 
he hath coſecrated himſelfe and his life? 
whodoth not deſire tobe rid thereof; fo 
that he may get amore comodious pro- 
fellion?whar then ſhall we doin ſogreat 
diucrſitic of opinions and cotrarietic of 
zudgements ? ſhall we flic the companie 
of man that we may finde if we ci more 
kinde and friendly curteſie ? what ſhall 
we hide vs 1n the woods & buſhes with 
wild beaſtes? ro the intent that we may 
be freed from theſe perturbations of the 
minde? or to conclude ſhall we ſeparate 
our (clues from the ſocictic of all reafo- 
nable creatures? And becauſe we would 
be rid of worldly calamitie,ſhall we go 
away out of the world it ſelfe? well, ſup- 
poſe by this meanes we may obtaine as 
peaceablelifeas we deſire,ſhal this thing 
ſeeme to be of great weight? yet intruth 
this almoſt alway falleth out,that not c- 
uen they whodo moſt defire it,do fo di- 


fpoſc their courſe that they can _ 
che 
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the ſame as they liſt, neither do they who 
make entry thereunto, find all that ioy- 
full reſt which they required. There are 
ſome who after a ſort may force them- 
ſelues to this,but when a ciuill modeſtie 
and worldly ſhamefaſtneſſe as ſome 
ſcarecrow affrayeth them , they ſtand at 
aſtayin themiddeſt of their race, nei- 
ther do they ſtirre one foote forward. 
But they are altogether mad whom this 
aſhameth, which in their owne iudge- 
ment they condemned, but yet greater 
madneſſeit is ctomake him of thar pri- 
uiccounſell who they ought co account 
their deadly fo. And otherſome thereare 
who vnder this goodly faire pretence 
are induced to vndertake office and au- 
thoritie, becauſe they know that the co- 
mon wealth is to be regarded: But they 
who ſuftcr themſelues thus to be per- 
ſwaded , confider nothing that the per- 
{waders ſecke themſclues alone,not any 
others good , and thatthemoſtof them 
would neuer care for the Zouernement 
of the common weale, vnleſle they ho- 
pedto amend their priuate eſtate by oc- 
calion of goucrning the ſame, Againe 0« 
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thers are hereunto drawne , ſuppoſing 
they ſhall bring many to honetlie by 
their good example and orderly beha- 
uiour, neuer a whit weying with them- 
ſelues,that itis farmore likely that a hiu- 
dred , yea though they were Phiſitions 
_ themſclues,cntring into a Citie infeed 
with the plague ſhould dye , then that 
any one being once tainted ſhould be 
recoucred:but this is cucn totempt God 
when one ſhal aduenture himſelfein the 
infeed aire , where as there is no more 
preſent counterpoiſon for; this diſcale 
then todepart far from the place where 
the plague raigneth. To conclude this is 
very certaine that it is as poſlible that 
one or two of Lots diſpoſition ſhould 
draw them of the Court of Sodome to 
lereligiouſly, as it is for freth {treames 
which run into the Sea,to takeaway the 
ſalt humour fromtheſame. But as con+ 
cerningthem who excell others in wiſc- 
dome,$ who haue a regard of the health 
of the ſouleaſwell as of the body , who 
do chuſe vnto themſelues a more holie 
and pure place,ſeperate from the conta- 
gion and wicked dealing of the yngod+ 
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ly , whohauing the Angell of the Lord 
to guide them do depart for a time with 
zuſt Zor from the Court into ſome little 
and quict Scgor , where they may be far 
from the deuiliſh cultome of the world, 
whereout being remoued they may giue 
themſclues to ſome ſcrious contempla- 
tion for the betteringand encreaſing of 
their knowledge. Truly I wil gant thae 
they are leſle ſubie to danger then the 
re(t,but yet I will denie that they are al- 
together free irom the common calami- 
tie,cuen for this one thing , becauſe they 
transfer and carrie perill thither with 


_ theirperſon . They flie the Court,bue 


the Conure purſucth them , they do the 
beſt they can that they might withdraw 
them(ſclues from the world,and yet they 
are troubled with the world til their dy- 


1ng day. And ſcarſly in this huge & walſt, 


world ci they find any litle caue wherin 
they may hidetheſclues tothe ena they 
mightnot be found of the world, which 
15 the enemic that ſo much purſucth 
and defireth their death. But if ſo be by 
the ſingular goodneſle of Godthey be 
dcliuercd from theſe __ cither 
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they are oppreſſed with pouerty or mo- 
leſted with ſtrife at home,or vexed with 
ſome faroiliar ſpirite , whereby. it com- 
meth to paſle that dayly by one meanes 
or other they may haue ſufficient expe- 
rienceof worldly miſcric within them- 
ſclues. 

Furthermore,which is athing greatly 
to be lameted, we being delivered from 
theſe outward troubles and combats, 
there is yet acontinuall ſtrife and diſlen- 
tion within our ſ{clues; the fleſh wraſt- 
ling with the ſpirit, the perturbations & 
affeions with reaſon, carth with heaue, 
and the world for the world, which al- 
though it greatly be ſhunned of vs, yer 
neuerthelecſle it hath taken deepe roote 
in the bottome of our hearts : but what 
do I ſpeak of this?ſeeing that they which 
profelle with great proteſtation & faire 
promiſes to fly the world, are oftetimes 
deceiued with the vaine hopeof worldly 
praiſe and ambition : others who faigne 
that chey do eſchue the world, do yet 
come to meete it , and with open armes 
do entertaine it. And ſome do ſo refuſc 
honor, as that bv this meanes they open 
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themſelues adoore to dignitie, & ſome 
that they may be called, yea intreated to 
take promotion vpon them , will cuen 
hide the (clues, that they might bemore 
diligently ſought vnto. So ithappeneth 
that the diſguiſed world liueth ſome- 
times among them who would ſeeme 
moſt to auoyd it. Anddoubtleſle we de- 
cciue our ſelues if we follow the multi- 
tude, with whom it eſpecially beareth 
ſway. And if we betakeour ſelues to ſo- 
litarte deſerts, cus there he hath his den, 
who tempted Chriſt in the wilderneſle: 
and if we dwell alone, we findehim no 
leſle buſie then in any other place, nei- 
ther can We any other wayes difpach it 
within vs, vnleſſe we our ſelues do die 
vnto it. For we are in the world and the 
worldin vs : ſo thatif we will ſeparate 
our ſelues from the world , it 1s conueni- 

ent that we depart from our ſclues. And 
this departing is death it {elfe. We ſeeme 
to haue departed out of the contagious 

citic,but yet do we not ſufficiently con- 
ſider that we hauereceiued the infetious 
aire into the weake conſtitution of our 
bodies,nor that we carric about as well 


Dy 
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the plague as our owne ſclues with vs, 
yea that weour ſclues are not the leaſt 
part of the plague in ſo much as it bea- 
reth{ vs companic vnleperably cuerie | 
where.cuen in the vaſt mountaines and 
deſcrt wilderneſle.So that finally whileſt 
we auoide thc contagion of others , we 
may well complaine ofour owne. We 
haue withdrawen our ſelues from the 
companie of men ,and yet we hauenot 
viterly bantihed our {clues and renoun- 
ced humaine nature . This boyſterous 
ſea did trouble vs , our heart gricued 
thereat,we were {ca ficke there withall, 
we changed ſhip after thip co auorde the 
ſmcll of the channell.and co be freed fro 
this trouble, we go out of one {trong & 
well made 1nto one more ſlender, out of 
alarge Gallas into a ſmal pinnele. Yet 
for all this we cannot feele in our {clues 
any reit anc d quietnefle, we looſe all our 
labour and proitnothing at all , we are 
alwayes beaten by tac fame ſurging bil- 
lowes and waues : and finally the haucn 
ot all mortall men 1s one and theſame, 
neither 1s any other hauen tv be hoped 
lauconecly dcath. For the changes ffom 
One 
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one ſtate of life toan other do not alto- 
gether take away ' the ſorrow of the 
mind. Webeing as it were lickeand ly- 
ing neare to ſome {treetor market place 
do prouideto be remoued farther off,to 
fome more quiet roome : and yct not- 
withſtanding we arenot in health , our 
feuer will noe leaue vs : yea oftentimes 
though we change bed, chamber, houſe, 
country and ail,we are not any whit the 
quieter. What then 1s the cauſe? Doubt- 
tele euen this, that we tind'our {clues e- 
uery where, and ſceke not ſo much the 
change of our life, as the alteration of 
the place. Wedelire ſolitarineſle fame- 
eimesthat we nught auorde carefulneſle, 
to the end that being at leyſure we 
might ſhakeoft che halter of cares. We 
deliretoliue ſcuered from the company 
of the wicked , yet whither ſoeuer we 
carrie our body , we beare hither alſo 
with vsour couctoulnetle.our pride,our 
riote, andto conclude the wicked affes 
Qionsof our minde, which many wayes 
and continually vexe and torment vs, 
and dayly bring into our remcmbrance 
the garlick, onions, and ticth pots ot E- 


D uy 


FO A Chriftian view 
gipt. Theſe things doalwayes ſaile ouer 
with vs in the ſameveſlctl, at all times, 
intoall coaſtes, they denieall truce, and 
whether we will or no we mult needs a- 
bide the combate. But contrariwiſe if 
we could diſmiſle this troupe of vices 
which doth eate out our minde,we the 
{ſhould finde without doubt peace and 
tranquillitic, whether we weed ſolita- 
rineſſe,or frequented che greateſt mul- 
titudes and aſſemblies, 

The whole life of man in this priſon 
- of the body isa continuall warfare. For 
when we regard not outward dangers, 
we are ſct vpon by priuie pollicies and 
ſecret:deceites. So ſoone as the Grecians 
do breake vp the ſiege and blow the re - 
tire, $90% that varlet doth labour by his 
crafty trechery to betray the Citic to the 
Grecia power. We mult therfore watch 
and ward continually , alwayes hauing 
ypon our backe our armour , and our 
weapons in our hand , left by our ſecuz 
ritieand preſumptuous confidence,we 
be intrapped by our enemies .: For by 
what meanes ſhall we eſcape their hads? 


not by the helpe of woods,of waters, or 
hils, 
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hils , no not though we ſhould hide our 
ſclues in ſomehole or den . Onely death 
helpeth here , which by diuorce of the 
ſoule from the body,the pure andcleane 

art,to wit the ſoule from the yncleane 
he , doth make agreement of thoſe 
partes,which being ioyned and coupled 
together in one ma,could neuer be withe 
out contention, except the ſpirite could 
haue remained altogether ſubdued van- 
quiſhed and ſmothered. 

Now although I am.not ignorit, that 
their exerciſes , who betake them(ſclues 
to ſolitarineſle for the ſtudic of Diui- 
nitie or humanitie or of other artes and 
ſciences, are far vnlike vnto the fond & 


- fooliſh pleaſures of hunters ( which do 


make the moſt men cruel & wild,whoſe 
minds are corrupted with this delight) 
yet euenthey mult needs yeeld to the 0- 
pinion of the molt wiſe $a/om9,,and co- 


continuall vexation of minde. For ſome 
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The vani- 
: ries of art 
confelle with him that all theſe things Kan. 4 7 
(in their i1udgement who are fincercly ofprotel. 
affected)are altogether vanitie, & bring ſours of 
arts. 
Grimer, 


-learge all their life time to ſpeake well, ,,1 rb 
bal they neucr meditate how to g0- wt Prog 


Muſike. 


2 frones 
IC 


52 A Chriſtian view 
uernetheir life well.Others whileſt they 
declare and vtter the ſubtill ſecretes and 
quidities of Logike, that they may finde 


-out what reaſon is: arevery often defti- 


tute of the naturall light and iudgement 
of reaſon. And ſome learneto diuide all 
chings by Arithmeticall frations, and 
yet they come not ſo far as todeale vp- 
rightly in giuing their brother his own 


-1n the ſmalleſt matter . Many by the 


helpe of Geometrie af{igne and appoint 
outland markes , do ſeperate one field 
froman other, and do meaſure Cities & 
Prouinces,but yet they cannot find any 
inſtrument tomeaſure themſelues . The 
Muſitian by conſent and time of voyces 
maketh pleaſant and ſweet harmcnic, 
when as he hathnothing melodious.no- 
thing in timein his owne minde, but e- 
uery thing iarreth by reaſon of the per- 
turbations of the ſame . The Aſtrono- 
mer whlelt he ſtedfaſtly gazeth vp to 
the skies to behold the courſe of Plan- 
nets and Starres,he ſtumbleth and fal- 
leth into the ditch vnder his feete, fore- 
telling what ſhall come to paſle after, he 
looſeth thoſe things thatarepreſent:and 
hauing 
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hauing his eyes fixed on heau&, his mind 

lyeth groucling in frayle aud earthly 
things. The Philoſopher diſputeth cun- Philolo- 
ningly of the nature of things , yet Phic. 
knoweth henot himſelfe. The Phiſfation phiſicke, 
cureth & careth for the diſeaſe of other 

me, but in the diſeaſes of his own mind, 

he is as blind as a mole: he feeleth the al- 
teration of his owne pullſes , yet he 1s 
caraleſſe to remedie that hot burning 

feuer of his minde, whereofheought to 

haue cſpeciall regard. The Hiſtoriogra- Hittorie. 
pher hath at his fingers endes the hiſto- 

ric ofthe Thebane and Troian warres, 

and yet is 1gnorat what is done at home 

within himſelfe, The Lawyer inuenteth Law. 
and enateth lawes for the whole world, 

when he cannot containe himſeif with- 

in the compaſle of any. To concludethe F 
Diunediſputeth earneſtly and ſeriouſly Diuinitie, .*: 
about faith', but willneuer make men- 
tion of charitic, he ſpeaketh of God,but 
forgetteth to helpehis neighbour. Ther- 
fore learning and knowledge do wearie 
the minde with vnceſlant trouble, and 
yet, can. neuer bring a man to quiet- 
neſeor reſt. For how much our vnder- 
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ſNading is more enlightned with know- 
ledge,ſo much the more we endcuour to - 
encreale it, neither doth any art take a- 
way thoſe conffouecrlies , which trouble 
our minds,or remoue (as ſaith the Poet) 
thoſe miſerable hurlie-burhes or cares 
of theminde, which do flie continually 
euen about their vanted & ſtately buil- 
dings. Truly arts,they adorne the mind 
with learning , but they do- not free it 
from viceand corruption, they make a 
maneloquent, but nothing,good, they 
bring knowledge, , but no wiſedome. 
Moreouer the nearer that any man hath 
attained to ripeneſle of knowledge, fo 
much more he. euen confeſleth that he 
hath profited nothing at all , by how 
much his mindeis mare laden with lear- 
ning , by ſomuchhe findeth it more 
light agFemptic :in ſo much that what 
knowledge ſocuer a man can get 1n this 
life, it is in regard of that we- know not 
but alitle quaritie, yea our greatelt wiſe- 
dome coli{tethin the knowledge of our 
owne fooliſhneſle and ignorance:and to 
conclude the whole perfe&tion of man 
ſtadeth in the knowledge of his imper- 

; fetions? 
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feaios, the which whoſocuer moſt tho- 
roughly vnderſtideth he is endued with 
reater wiſedome then any other, and 
gocth before all men in Perfeion. To 
be ſhort,let vs confelle with $a/omon & 
ſet down for a truth that the feareofthe 
Lord, is the beginning of wiſedome, 
though truly it ſceme meere follic to the 
world,S& be accounted by all that walke 
after the ſame to be altogether worthy 
of deadly hatred. So that as he is to feare 
noeull, who feareth the Lord, becauſe 
all his mſerie turnethjnto happineſle, 
ſo muſt he not hope for any good of the 
world, whe as he 1s in perpetuall/hatred 
with the deuill, who is accounted the 
Prince of the world. pov: 

Furthermore in what kinde of trade A deſcrip. 
ſoeuer we patle our time,it skilleth not: tion of old 
old agecreepeth vpon vs,it ouer taketh 38e with . 
vsſlily andon the ſudden, it hangeth on _— gs 
ournecke , it will gricue vs,at all times, the cala- © 
and aſſault vs alway whether we be 1n witics of 
the company ofa few or many, or whe- thelame, 
ther we ſeperate our ſelues fro themal- 
together . Many leucll all cheir deuiſes 
at this marke,to-it thit when they are 
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old they may be free from all cares , may. 
live pleaſantly,and enioy both health & 
reſt ofbody. Butit falleth ou contrary” 
to their expeRation,for in old age we ca 
[neg ſcarſly any thing elſe , but an: 
cape of all our former aduerſlities, 
wherein all our infirmities may more 
cafily bud forth againe, wherewith our 
life hath bene ſpotted,then in any other 
age which we hauc ouerpaſlled. A man 
may ſce here the weake and vnprotita- 
ble childhood chough ſupported and li- 
ccnſed by ſhew of authoritie , which is 
eſpecially and in the firſt place to be 1a- 
mented. And ſecondly now do we ſutfer 
puniſhmet of the varulineſle of youth- 
full yeares, by the goute, the pallic, the 
ſtone, and many other diſcaſles of the 
ſame kinde, which corment a man won- 
derfully in euery part and ioynt of bo- 
dy. The watchfulneſſeand carcfulneſle 
of our middleage,and the hot affections 
of theminde are recopenſed with blind- 
neſſe , deafneſle and in one word with 
loſſe and priuation of all our ſences, ex- 
cept onely the ſence of forrow. Death it 
claimeth wriſdiion ouer cucry partof 
ouT 
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our body, that it might bring vs wholl 

into ſubieion to it, and here it fallet 

out no otherwiſe with vs , then with 
thoſe who are in other mens dcbts, who 
when they haue nothing to pay do al- 
way feare the day wherein they ſhould 
diſcharge the band . And though there 
be nothing at all remaining which is 
our owne,but death claime euery thing 
as his , yet our vices do cucn then not 
onelyliuc within vs, but alſonature ſtri- 
uing againſt the, they do dayly more & 
moregrow vpandencreaſe . Thecoue- 
tous man though he hath put one foote 
into the graue, and as they ſay he is cue 
ready for Charons boate, yet notwith- 
ſtanding he then ceaſeth not to hide his 
money 1n the ground as meaning one 
day to diggeitout from thence againe, 
The ambitious man appoineeth in his 
wil that his funerals be ſumptuoully ſo- 
lemniſed, and cauſeth tombes and mo- 
numents fo be erefted 1n remembrance 
of his ſinnes. The laſciuious man when 
he cannot with his feete (his body being 
decayed)he yet as it weredaunceth with 


hi ſhoulders , his vices hauc forſaken 
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him, yet he cannot giue them the fare- 
well. The Infant longeth to bea young 
man , and when he1s ſo, he hath a loa- 
thing therof. The young man haſtenetl1 
his growth in hope toattaine to ſtayed 
yeares , ſo beingyhe allo feeleth the pre- 
ſent cuils of that age, and he grieueth at 
the ſlippery and vaine pleaſures of his 
life paſt,neither ſecth what more is to be 
wiſhed for by him in the age which en- 
ſucth: the which when heattaineth,he is 
both more fooliſh then the infant be- 
cauſe he in vayne gricuethat the loſle of 
histime which will neuer returne, and 
ſo forgetteth all his miſerie paſt . And 
alſo more vnhappy then the young mai 
for that when as a miſcrable death dorh 
commonly follow an vnhappy life, he 
then may ſee that he hath nothing re. 
maining but matter of deſpaire.But he, 
(whofrom the flowre of his youth hath 
encountred and valiantly behaued him 
ſelfe againſt the fleſh and the world, 
who hath vndertake theſe ſo great trou- 
bles that he might both learne to dve 8& 
to forſakethe world before his time, be- 
fides all theſe eails,he foeth that hum(ſclfe 
15 
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is ouertaken and oppreſſed with that 
great and lamentable diſeaſe of old age, 
and feeleth alſo that his fleſh though it 
be waſted with ſo many diſeaſes and e- 
uils,is yet ſtronger then the ſpirite. Tell 
mel pray you what commoditie can he 
expe of all theſe but this one, and that 
very ſmall,to wit, that he ſeeth himſelfe 
at dcathes doore, and that there ſhalbe 
an end of that combat , and that he ſhall 
ſhortly haue deliuerance out of that pri- 
ſon wherein he hath bene tormented 
and racked all his life. l omit here the 1n- 
finite calamitics whereto man in cuery 
ageis ſubieR,as death, baniſhmct,exile, 
outlawrie of kinſmen and friendes , the 
wrath or indignation of potentates,and 
many other of the like ſort continually 
incident vnto this world. For one is ſor- 
rowfull for the death of his children, an 
other contrariwiſefor the great charge 
and burthen of children , one lamenteth 
for the death , an other for the life of his 
wife , one is diſcontented for his great 

lace in the Court , an other is not con+ 
tent if he be lower then he defireth. 
Thus the world is ſo full of cuils that to 
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deſcribe themall, would requirenolef; 
compaſle then the world it ſelfe . But to 
be bricf whoſoeucris thehappielt of all 
vnder the Sunne,ſhall in his 6wn iudge- 
ment bevnhappy,if he compare that fe- 
licitie which he enioyeth with thoſe ſor- 
rowes which he ſuitaincth . And they 
who do often admire the goodly and 
proſperous eſtate of their neighbours, if 
they had but three dayes experience 
thercof,they would with all their hearts 
ſurrender their title to the firſt that 
would haucit. And ifany man would 
dil:gently weigh with himſelfe all the 
diſcommodities which he hath endured 
for the obtaining of his pleaſures , and 
which heſuffereth for the maintenance 
of the ſame (I ſpeake onely of thoſe de- 
. lights which are of ſome reckoning and 
not of thoſe which are momentarie and 
witheras the flower)he ſhall by his own 
verdict be conuiRed that the keeping of 
them 15 fraught with miſerie and trou- 
ble. So that we may from hence gather 
this neceſlaric concluſion, that our in 
fancie 1s a certaine fooliſh ſimplicitic, 
- our youthalſo avayne iollitie, that our 
mans 
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mans eſtate'is carefull perplexitie, and 
our old age extreme maladic , that our 
eyes arcnothing but teares , our 'plea- 
ſures as agues to our minde, that ourri- 
ches arc the torments and rackes of che 
of the ſoule , our honours are burthen» 
ſome vanities, our quietneſſe mcere vn= 
quictneſle,and finally our growth from 
azeto ageis nothing but the changing 
of cuill tor emill,yea of a leſle for a grea- 
tcr. Thus doth one waue driuc anotice 
rill at length we arriue at the haucn of 

death, Let vs then conclude that this lite 

isa delire ofthat which 1s to come,a (ore 
rowtor thae thae is paſt,a miſliking and 
loathing of that which is taſted, a lon- 
ging for that, the ſauour whercof we 
know not”, a vayne remembrance of the 
ſtate paſſed, an vncertaine hope of tu- 
ture condition,and to make an end, that 
nothing'1s ſure which is thercin,but on- 


ly the certaintie of deathand doubtiull 


yncertaintie of theſame. _ 
Behold death now approcketh..; ſee The re- 


how it draivcth neare to vs.Bchold: horyed" : #ae 
it inaketh ys affrayd thereot.Nowlet'vs ,, zi. of 
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monly it is eſteemed to be , whether it 
ſhould be ſo ſhunned as oftentimes 1t 18. 
We deale cuen like fearefull children 
whom we ſee feared by a diſguiſed per- 
ſon, or terrified with ſome bugbeare. 
And this is one cauſe of our fearcful- 
neſle, that we conceauenot of it , as it 
is indeede : but imagine it to be ſeuere, * 
dreadfull and vnpleaſant, like as it is ac- 
cultomed to be painted on the wals, and 
for this cauſcI ſay we runne away when 
it commech. For while we are occupied 
in theſe vaine conceits, we cauſe ſodeepe 
an impreſſion thercofto remaine in our 
mindes , that we cannot take ſuch a iuſt 
view of it as were conuenient.But lee vs 
Nandfaſtlet vs not ſare,nor feareto be- 
hold it ſtedfaſtly & with both our eyes, 
and we ſhall finde it to be very vnliketo' 
that which is drawne out by painters, 
andof a more comely countenance then 
it ſeemeth to be by the flattering per- 
ſwaſion of our ſorrowfull life. For death 
it maketh indeedean end of life ; but of 
what life? euE of that life which is meere 
calamitie and acontinuall commotion. 


So thenit is the end of our miſerie and 
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grief, the hauen of reſt ,- and the doore 
which we do take to be free from all di- 
ger. What ſhal wefeare this which brin- 
gcth vs into the hauen after we are paſ- 
{ſedall danger of ſhipwrake ? but thow 
wilt ſay there is grict in death: it is very 
truc,no man will deny it.For as we feele 
grief in the healing of our wounds,cucn 
ſoit commerh to paſle in all humaine 
affaires that ſorrow cannot be cured 
without forraw , but that one ſorrow 
is remedicd by the helpe of another 
There mult be launcing andcutcing or. 
elſe the bruſcd partes of thy body wall 
neuer becured, | 


Further thou wilt obie&that the paſ: A confu- | 


tation of 


h . 
ficult . Why? thou canſt findeno haven wot Fa 


theentrance whereof is not very ſtraite, difficulty. 


fage tolifeby death is very hard and dif- 


narrow,and hard to enter. And what is 
itin this world if it be any thing worth 
which 15 not purchaſed by labour 
paines and danger. The entrancemuſt 
needes be laborious if we our ſelues do 
makeit laborious , if we arriue thereaf 
with a troubled conſcience and with: _ 
gricf ofminde, with _ cogitations,: 
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64. A Chriſtian view 
and without any preparation at all. But 
if we haue a calme , conſtant and quict 
minde,we ſhallnether finde danger nor 
grief therein. But what grief I pray you 
15 therein deathican it be any other then 
a tormenting of the ſence ? we accule it 
as thouzhit were onely the fountaineof 
al! evils which trouble vs 1n the endmg 
of oar life,nar conſidering that we haue 
beforetinic ſniF-red far greater, thar we 
hone bin oftentimes almoſt broughe eo 
ceatnes doore which yet we haue cſca- 
ped , an{ that wehaue wreſtled out of 
thoſe calamities for which we hauc wie 
jncd for dc:ti1 it [elie. Finally weare ve- 
ry vithankefull voto death. For ſuppoſe 
tcanea licle grie'cuen at the ending of 
our hife, thatit might cauſc all gricfto 
cc:{eſor eucr,what lhal we not patient- 
ly bcarc 1t conlidering that whether we 
beg or continue the courſe of our lite 
we are compaſled about with carefull 
anguiſh, & that it is impoſlible that our 
lice ſhould euer hauecnd without ſome 
ſence of grief and feeling of ſorrow? 
Wedonotl ſay vnderſ}and that itis 


 curgric, not our death but the cad of our life 


which 
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which dothafflit vs, the cad of our na- 
uigation, and not the haucn into winch 
we doenter for which we are ſo forrowye 
fall , and which indeede is theend of all 
croubles and che beginning of tructeli- 
Citie, why do we then coplaine of deatii, 
when indcede our lif- 1s rather to be la- 
mented 2 Do we notdeale as though a 
patient being almoſt recoucred of ſome 
long contuqued ſicknetle , ſhould 1ima- 
gine that his health,and nor the reliques 
and relidue of his diſcale ſhould be the 
cauſe of his laſt paines ? Tell mel pray 
you what is it todye, but to makea re- 
mouall out of the world ? what, do we 
fecle any paine when we are departed 
out of the ſame? is this then ſimply and 
of it ſelfc a miſerableeſtate nor to enioy 
the world? when are we more like vnto 
dead menthen being a ſleepe?bur yet we 
are neuer at greater quict? Thercfore if 


there beno grief in ſlcepe , why do we 


thinke thatdeath doth bring thele ſor- 
rowfull panges ( which ought rather to 
be1mputed to life fr6 whence they pro- 
ccede ) when the ſoule departcth a ſun- 
der fromthe body ? cxcept by the fame 
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reaſon we will fooliſhly accuſe that time 
wherein we were not , forthe grief we 
felt in the beginning of our life , which 
if ſo be no man entreth without wee- 
ing, what maruell isit though the end 
bo anſwerableto the beginning?If when 
firſt we are borne , we warpethe webbe 
of ſorrow, why ſhould it ſeeme ſtrige if 
with ſutable woofe, we weaue & worke 
zt out?If we had no paine,when we were 
not in the world & now afterward whe 
we are comcinto thelight areneuer free, 
anſweremethisqueſtio whether of theſe 
cltates we ſhall moſt miſlike, either the 
time when we were not at all , orall che 
while ſince we had any being? Thus is it 
thought and ſuppoled,that then we on+ 
ly dye,whe we.yecld vp the gholt, but if 
we would aduiſedly conſider,we ſhould 
finde that our ſelues are in dying euecry 
day and cuery houre and euery momet. 
Why,what do we conceaue of death as 
of ſo {trangeathing when as there is no» 
thing ſo familiar and common about vs? 
Ourlifeis nothing elſe but a continuall 
death : forit dothas much decay as it 
doth encreaſe « Looke how much we 
| | _ Laine 
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gaine cuen ſo much welooſe therof. We 
cannot goone ſtep forward in our life, 


| but ſo much the nearerwe approch to 


our deach , Hethat hath ſpent chethird 
part of his life,is dead ſo far as that por- 
tion gocth : and he that hath ſpent the 
zult halfe is halfe dead. That pare of our 
life which is paſt is dead , that which is 
preſent doth both liue, and dye at the 
ſame inſtant, and that which is future is 
likewiſe ſubict vato death. Whatſoe- 
ucris paſt is not at all, whatſocuer is fu- 
ture is not yet, and whatſocuer is pre- 
ſent that onely is excant, and yet cuen it 
hath no long continuance . Finally our 
wholelifein generall isnothing elſe bue 
asit werea kindeof death. It may there- 


| fore becompared vnto a candle light in 


our body, which in many the wind wa- 
ſterh, in ſome it ſodriueth the flame that 
it ſcemeth tobebut light on the one ſide 
alone,in others it continueth well,and is 
nouriſhed til 1ebe quite burnt out,how- 
ſocuer it is,how clearely & brightly ſoe- 
uer it burneth,by the ſame burning it is 
conſumed:the brighenelle is thewaſting 
of it,the lightis as _ which ſpeete- 
uij : 
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ly vaniſheth. the laſt ſparke is the laf: 
Muffeand drop of moyſture. Eucn ſuch 
altogether is the {tate of mortall life, 
tar coliue and dye is one and the ſclte 
ſame thing vnto man. If thenwe call the 
laſt gaſpes and breathings death , we 
mult needes giue the ſame vnto the for- 
mer, becauſe they all do ſpring from one 
fountaine and flow after the fame man- 
ner: onely there is this one difference be- 
twixt this that we name life , and thac 
which we terme by the name of death, 
that ſolong astheone remaineth there 
is dayly miniſtred ſufficient matter and 
occaſion of death , but after the other 
thcre is no hope of life any more , For 
this 15 graunted of all, that they who 
tlunke that death is the laſt end of man 
haue no cauſe to feare : for whoſoeuer is 
dclirous of long life,the ſame man is alfo 
defirousof long death , and he who fea- 
reth leſt death (hould aſlayle him ouer 
ſuddenly, this he feareth (that wem 
ſpeake properly) lelt he ſhould want 
m-:tterand occa{i5 of death.But we who 
are incacd not with thelight of nature, 
but with the preceptes of God , _— 
| ehat 


at 


that death is far an other thing, for we 
will not ſow comforts togither to our 
ſelues, according to the manner of the 
heathenagainſt it, but euen it ſhall ſtand 


| vsinſtcad againſtall afflitions whatſo- 


cucr.Neither will we be very carcfull to 
tcarne after their faſhion either to con- 
tencornot to fearcthe force therof, but 
this rather how it is to be hoped for,and 
with what deſire to beembraced:for that 
weaccount it not ſo much the end of all 
grict and ſorrow , asa plcntifull heape 
and abundance of good things, and not 
theend of life, but the end of death and 
the beginning of immortall fe, There- 
fore Salomon ſaid very well that much 
better is the day of our death, the of our 
birth. Why ſo?becauſe it is not vnto vs 
our laſt day, but the firſt ariſing of that 
eucrlaſting light and moſt happy life, 


wherein we ſhall not loath the troubles 17 teaven 
of things paſled , nor carefully deſire is happis 
ehings tocome, for that all things are n<le. 


preſent, and that which is preſent thall 
neuer haue end. Then (hall noman ſerue 
any more theſe vayne and wretched al- 
lurcments,but his ſoule ſhall caioy mas» 
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ny true,ſweetand ſound delightes . Nei= 
ther ſhall we ( who ſhalbe partakers of 
the heauely manſ16s) care for the gathe- 
ring ofcarthly treaſures, hauing loſt and 
layd away that earthly maſſe , which 
clogged vs with the burthen thereof, 8c 
kept vs groucling on the ground. Blind 
ambitis ſhall not thZinflame cur mind, 
neither (hal we deſire greater promotis, 
. and to beaduaunced to honour and au- 
thoritie, when being placed higher then 
any dignitic in the world , we ſhall de- 
ride thefollic of all them , who nov are 
in credite and admiration, who will for 
euery trifle bid and make battaile, and 
like children contendeuen for nuts and 
apples. Then ſhall we feelenoinyward 
combate within our ſclucs as before we 
did , when theflchh ſhalbe altogether 
mortified, and the ſpirite enioy the full 
fruition of perfe& viuification, whethe 

turbations & affeRions of the minde 

lbe buried in thecarth , and reaſon 
ſhalbe reſtored to freedome and liber. 
tie. Then ſhall the ſoule be deliucred oue 
ofchis filthy and foule priſon , whercin 
this long time it was infeted , and had 
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almoſt gottenas it werean habite,&did 
ſink vnder the burthe thereof, & ſhall ae 
lengeh be refreſhed, and dwell in a pure 
aire, ſhall acknowledge her ancient and 
former miſion houſe,and remember her 
former glory &dignitie. This fleſh (my 
friend ) which thou feeleſt , this body 
which thou doeſt touch it is not man. 
Man is a Citizen of heauen and from 
thece fetcheth he his pedegree, this is his 
countrie,& that aire whereby he is che» 
riſhed and nouriſhed. If thou behold the 
body , thouſeeſt onely the place of his 
exileand baniſhment: But man proper- 
ly conſitteth of ſoule and ſpirite,heis of 
an heauenly and diuine nature which 
hath not any iote of groſle matter with= 
in it . But the body 1s like vntoabarke 
or ſhell whercin che ſpirite it ſhut vp & 
hid:we muſt needs break it if we would 
come forth of it, and if we would liue & 
ſcethe light. Weafter a ſort perſwade 
our {clues that we hauelife & ſence, whe 
in themeane while wecan ſcarſly ſpread 
forth our wings beingaltogether benu- 
med and enfeebled by ſlouthfulneſle, fo 
Etr are we of being lade with this aye 
au y 
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ly maſſeofcorruption) from mounting 
aloft and flying vp towards heauen. We 
indcede ſee but as it were through ſpe- 
Racles,which deceaue the (light, we haue 
eycs,but they are coucred as witha perle 
or webbe. We imagine we ſee ,but with 
theſe falſe viſtons and imaginations of 
our deames weare deceaued. Whatſoe- 
uer we either poſlcſle or know all 1s but 
meere iugglingand leger-demain.One- 
ly death it 1s that giueth both life and 
- ttovs . Andyct wedolodegene- 
rate into the nature of brute bealtes, 
that we admire that which would de- 
me vs both of life & ſight. We accoiit 
our ſelues Chriſtians , and we belccue 
that after this life we ſhall haucimmor. 
tall life , and that death is nothing elſe 
but che ſeperation of the body from the 
foule , whichreturneth to that happy 
reſt, wherefor euermore it enioyeth the 
zoyful preſence of God,in who dwelleth 
all goodneſſe,andin who are hid all the 
ercafures of happinelle. Allo we belecuc 
that(aſter the end & colummatis of this 
world)thc ſoule thalbeioined to the boe 
dy again,which (hall acucr any more be 
ſubic& 
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- ſouldiers, who when they haue many a 
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ſubie@ tocorruptis , Thus dowefill & 
ſtuike great volumes with heroicall and 
worthy ſentences,but when it cornmeth 
tothe point indeede, then we tremble 
and are affrayde ofdeath whenit is but 
once —_ , as though it were the 
molt terrible of all things in the world. 
Pue why do we ſo I pray you if we 
give credite to thoſe things I haue 
before rehearfed?whar, ſhall we abhorre 
true pleaſures and felicitic? if this be noe 
ſo, truly then this muſt needes be con= 
felled ot vs, that wedo not in whole 
but in part beleeue, and that thisis bue 
mecre Leben we hauc vetcered, 
and that all theſe our ſpecchesare bue 
the bragges and vauntcs of ſome cra- 
king Thra/o:and to conclude, playne 
vaniticof wordes and fpecch. There aze 
fome who affirme that they are perſwa= 
ded that after this life they ſhall hauea 
far better , and that they do not doube 
any thing thercof ,but onely they feare 
the way wherein they muſttread which 
ſeperateth this life from theformer.Bue 
theſe me are white liucred & falfharted 


” 


7” A Chriſtian view 
rime hazarded death to preſerue their 
life, when they haue endured many a 
ng and manya wound, yea the diger 
of dcath it ſelfe at the commandemene 
and appointment of an other ,'cuen for 
ehings moſt vile,moſt frayle , moſt ſub- 
ic co deſtrution & ſuch as draw their 
maſters after them to perditis:Now whe 
they hauc but aſtepto go, and the leaſt 
part of their iourney behind, which whe 
they haue paſled they atceine reſt and 
quiet,the which ſhall laſt not for a day 
but for cuer , the which is notany com- 
mon or meanehappineſle , but ſuch as 
cannot be comprehended by mans rea- 
ſon or capicitie,they quake , they treble, 
they feare, & altogether forget that feare ' 
alone is that enemy which will giue the 
the overthrow. For in _ do they ac- 
cuſegricf with the which they ſay they 
aretroubled . This is but a frivolous 
thing, this rather is their purpoſe that 
they may findeacloake wherewith they 
may hide their incredulitie.ForIſce noe 
by what meanes they will perſwade this 
vnto atly,whe they had rather beconſu- 


ed with continual paine of the goute, 
ſciatica, 
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ſciatica, or ſtone, then to looſe the vic of 
this preſent lifeand to exchange it for 
a better by the meanes of ſome gentle Sc 
mild kinde of death . Nay they had ra- 
ther be diſmebred, or conſumed by ſom 
ſharpe and vehemet ſickneſle,& toliue. 
as 1t were in bondage to their ſences,af= 
feions and aRtions,theto be deliucred 
by ſome ſpecdy death fro all theſe cuils 
& lo to liue for cuermore. But they will 
cuningly make this prety excuſe,name= 
ly that they defire long hife,to the intee 
they might lezrne toliue: which ſhift of 
theirs is very palpable,and all men per- 
ceaue and know by experiece this their 
pollicie.For rather thou ſhouldlt learne 
the art of dying , which thou mayſt at 
legth happely put into pratiſe,& thou 
mult dayly dye vnto thy ſelfe. Therfore 
thou oughtelt ro hauethy mind ſo pre» 
pared for cuery occaſio, and thy ſelte ſo 
ready as though cuery day werethefur- 
theſt terme of thy life ; But alas it is far 
otherwiſe,ſeeing no word can beſo ter- 
rible tothemas that which bringeth the 
in minde of death. What mad and fots 
tiſh men arc we,who for aſinall pay and 
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aduantage will beare armes and hazard 
our life -at the curteſie of vncertaine 
 chaiice, in hope of obtaining the ſpoile: 
we wilbe thefarſt that ſhal ſcale the wals, 
aduenturethoſe u_ fro whence there 
i15no hope of ſafe returning . What is 
this but careleſly tocalt away both bo- 
dy and ſoule ? But that at the length we 
may be freed from theſe troubles & ca- 
{nalties.purchaſe ineſtimable treaſures, 
& enter cuerla({ting life, we mult ſet be= 
fore cur eyes a pallage, which hath only 
ehis one difficultie to attaine the knows- 
ledge thereof. And we mult hauc ano« 
tion of ſuch a way, which vnleſle it were 
ſure that we mult needes paſlle thereby 
whether we will or no, and that God e- 
uen againſt our wills doth well prouide 
for vs therin, we are ſo hardened by our 
owne aduerſities , that almoſt no body 
would be found, who would vndertake 
tic iourney though he were cucn con- 
ſamecd with all kinde of miſerie. 

Furthermore ſome 'other laieth the 
fault in his age, and affirmeth that he 
ſhould a great deale more willingly 


yecld vnatodcath , if he were faftic ar 
OE three- 
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Heknoweth (withque all doubt) who 
hath enioyned thee theſe duties , the ſet 
e1mes and howers when thou thouldeſt 
therein-be occupied, he knoweth when 
thou ſhouldett take thy reſt,and he will 
wholy dirc& his owne worke. It may be 
ehatif he ſhould ſuffer thee to live any 
longer in miſery,thou wouldeſtperhaps 
faint vnder thy burthen. Bur if liberally 
he ſhall reward thee for thy ſeruice, and 
ſhall caſt thee out of the race and from 
the combat,and ſhall giue thee as much 
for thy - halfe dayes labour as for the 
whole,as much forthy mornings work, 
as if thou ſuſtained({t theheat of the day, 
w:lt not thou the more celebrate his 
praiſes and be thankfull yntohis ſacred 
maieſty 2 Buttruly if thou ſhait enter 
into the cloſet of thine owne ſoule, and 

ranſacke the ſecrets of thy conſcience, 
thou muſt needs confelle that thou haſt 

not pittied the cauſe of the widow, ney- 

ther waſt vexed for not miniſtring iu- 

ſtice vatothe orpian, neither haſt thou 

performed thy dutic to thy child, pa- 

rents and friends, nor thy embaſlage in 

the behalfe of chy —_— committed 
j 
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vnto thy fidelitic , nor you that due 


honour to God , with whole loue thou 
ſeemedſt eo beinflamed, who knoweth 
farre better how to imploy thy ſeruice 
then thou thy ſelfe. Thy mindis on 0- 


ther matters,thou neuer doelt thinke of - 


this,there are houſes and gardens which 
withdraw thy cogitatios, theplatforms 
of thy buildings are vnperfe&; yea thy 
vnperfe&andinchoatelife will not ſuf- 
fer thice to ſoare any higher, which alſo. 
thoufecareſt thou ſhalt neuer perfeR, yet 
if diligently thou wouldeſt conſider , e- 
uen one moment would be ſufficient to 
perfethe ſame;to wit,ifthou wouldeſt 
carcfully marke, that 1t mattereth not 
when this life ſhal beended,ſo that thou 
endeuor that it may haue an happy and 
200d end. Andto make a good end in- 
decd of the courſe of our life, is nothing 
els but chearfully to haſt& vs to the goal, 
willingly toobey the good will of the 
almightie,and luſtily to follow him for 
our guide with great circumſpeRtion, 
leſt we ſhould be drawne by the cares, 
andinforced herevnto, as the prouerbe 
35by courſe offatall deſtinie. And more 
willingly 
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willingly ſhall we doe this if we deſire 
it with hope , and without any feare or 
terror,the which we ſhall thus molt ea- 
fily obtaine,if weſtedfaſtly belecue thac 
thelife to come isfar better then that we 
now inioy.And this truſt and ſure hope, 
of a better life the feare of God will 
workcin vs, whom if wetruly ſcrue, we 
neede not feare any thing in this world, 
but hope that we ſhall haue thefruition 
of all things in theworldto come . He 
that is perſuaded of theſe things , death 
cannot be but welcome & comfortable 
fo him,when by this ſeparation of the 
ſoule from the body he thall know this 
for a certaintic , that he muſt and ſhall 
inioy the heauenly Hieruſalem, & place 


_ of allhappineſle andfelicitie. If there be 


any paine or greefe in death , it ſhall be 
yr” by the ſweetneſle that wil fol- 
low after the ſame. He ſhall taſt of the 
cup of patience tempered with. hope, 
and the ſting of death ſhall looſe his 
force,which onely ſtriketh vs with his 
dreadfull dart of feare . This moreouer 
will I fay,that he which hath thus armed 
himſelfe ſhall not be terrified with any 
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imagination of euill which death doth 
bring intohis mind , but hee ſhall alſo 
conteimne the miſerie and wretchednes 
of this life whereby mens minds are ſo 
much weakened and diſmaied . What 
can he be any whit diſcomfited who ho- 
th that he ſhall die ? Shall he feare to 
c baniſhed and driuen from his coun- 
trie, who knoweth he hath a better 
countrie to gointo, from whence hee 
canneuer be exiled,and that he was but 
as a ſtranger in the other, and as it were 
in an Inne out of the which he muſt 
depart when it pleaſcth tus hoſt? or ſhal 
he be afrayd of che priſon who cannot 
bein a more vile andcloſer gayl then is 
his owne body,in none more filthie, in 
none moredarke and yncomfortable,in 
none where is greater torment and mi- 
feric 2 Or to conclude,doth he feare leaſt 
any put him to death, why this is a 
thing he hopeth for, and withal his hare 
defireth : he careth not whether it come 
by fire,ſword,famine,fickneſle, nor how 
long this laſteth,whether for three yeres 
ſpace,or three dayes,or three howers, he 
creth no whit I fay at all, out of what 
: doore 
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doore he goeth, knowing that which ſo- 
euer he taketh,the ſame (he hauing in a 
readineſleall his neceſſaries)leadeth him 
out of this preſent life , and will be an 
entrance into the bleſſed and 1mmortall 
life. The threats of death may menace 
him,and chat is all it can do,and this he 


looktefor before, death is of all _ 


ments which he can incur, the 


arpeſt, 


-buche accounteth of this as the beſt of 


all chings that he hopeth and expeReth. 
Thetyrants threats he eſtecmes as pro- 
miles,his enemies ſwords are drawn not 
for his harm but for his good, the threat- 
nings of death he cſteemethas the pro- 
mile of life , and that finally his moſt 
deadly wounds [hal moſt haſten his im- 
mortalitic. Thus whoſocuer reucrenceth 
the almightie, he feareth not death', and 
whoſo is free from this feare, heſhal noe 


| be afraid of the greateſt calamitie which 


can befall him. Therefore if it be eucn lo, 
ſome man will ſay , that death is in the 
number of thoſe things which are to be 
withed and deſired, doth it not therfore 
follow, that ourlife is to be ſhortened to 


* the intent that we may bedrawne out 0 
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this ſea of miſchicfe, & obtaine cherich 
treaſures of all goodneſle? Although I 
nothing feare, that anytman wall be ſo 
much moued by the ſure promiſeof ſo 
great commoditics, to comeany whit 
the ſooner to ſhorten his dayes , for that 
I am notignorant (though we are car- 
neſtly ſet and enflamed with the defire 
of this life , that euen as yet the burden 
. of thebodie is {till a great hinderance & 
an heauie weight which preſleth downe 
the ſoule to the carth)yet for all this dare 
I not , neither will I draw any ſuch con- 
cluſion as they obieR out of that which 
hath bene before ſpoken. For although 
I do not denie. that we ought to bring 
our bodice vnder ſubiction, toacquaint 
it with death , and to winne it from the 
world : yet may we not take away ſoo- 
ner our bodie out of the world, becauſe 
it is not in our power and commaunde- 
ment. T he true Chriſtian though hem 
neither withdraw him ſelfe from death, 
nor be loth topart with his life, yet may 
not heforſake 1t either wickedly or care- 
leſly. He is here in a continuall warfare, 
therefore he cannot flic from his ſtation, 
| without 
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without his great infamie and reproch. 
But when it pleaſcth the chieftaine and 
generall of the field to blow the retraite, 
he muſt retire with a chearefull heart & 
couragious {tomacke,and willingly ſub- 
mit him ſelfe to his gouernors will. For 
a Chriſtian is not borneto ſeruehimſelf, 
but the Lord , tohimheliueth and pro- 
longeth his life till it pleaſe God to giue 
him the reward of the happie courle of 
his life paſt. The Lord may when he wil 
eakeit away , but him ſelt may not at his 
pleaſure do it when himſelfe lift. Now if 
ſobe he {hal do it,in thy youth & floure 
of thy age,then giue God harty thanks, 
(as mariners vſe todo)who hath brought 
thy ſhip by proſperousand full ſayle.ſo 
ſpecdily to the ſhore. And if when thou 
art old, render vnto him like thanks, for 
that it hath fallen out ſo happily, that 
though thou ſayledſt {lowly , yet waſt 
not toſſed with the raging waues of the 
boiſterous ſea. In the meane while make 
not too great haſt, nor yet at thy plea- 
ſure too great delay,for neither haſt thou 
the wind at will,neither canſt chou very 
cafily eſcapeſhipwracke when thou dri- 
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ueſt ſo haſtily tothe ſhore. God biddeth 
ſome. men who haue performed their 
taske to take theic reſt inthe forenoone 
ſome other in the afternoone, but many 
heletteth alone till it belate in the cuc- 
ning, He exercifeth one till he ſweat, an 
other heparcheth in the heat of the ſun, 
the third toyleth till all his moiſture be 
conſumed , Notwithltanding he is not 
ynmindfull of any which belongeth to 
him : he giueth at the length euery man 
leage to reſt, & payeth cuery one his due 
wages incoucnict time. Neither doth a- 
ny wit his pay but only taoſe whocraue 
their wages vareaſonably, cither before 
they becalled away, or before they haue 
ended their taske appointed. Wherefore 
let vs relic our {clues vpon his good wil 
and plcaſure, who in the middeſt of our 
toyle refreſheth vs with quiet reſt. We 
mult not cnuic and be gricued at our 
life becauſe of the griefes of it, this is the 
artofa cowardly and daſtardly mind. 

e vs not loue it the more for plea» 
ſures, for this is great vanitic nh EX 
treme madneſſe. But let vs care for our 


ſclucs,that therein we may loue & ſerue 
\ God, 
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God, who after this life will crowne ys 
with truc happincſſe, and with ioyes 
which ſhall neuer decay.Death isnot to 
be feared of vs , vnleſle we will play the 
fooliſh children, for death purſueth the 
fugitiue, and followeth after them that 
runaway from it. Neither can we with- 
out incurring the ſuſpition of temeritie, 
with or ſeeke for it , for he that would 
molt cannot die at his owne pleaſure. 
There 15 as great defperatneſle in the 
one as cowardlineſle in the other, and 
therefore ſecing both are very euill, and 
neither of the deſcrues the name of for- 
titude or magnanimitie, onely let this 

ſuffiſe that we do conſtantly cucry houre 

expect the ſame, leſtit take vs on the 
ſudden and vnprouided. Foras nothing 
is more certaine then death , ſo nothing 
is more vncertaine the the houre hereof: 
this is onely knowneto God alone,who 
is the author of life and death: to whom 
that we may both liue and alſo die, 
we mult all of vs yeeld our 
pollible indeuor. 


We muſt die to line nd line to die. 
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